Limes Farm Infant School and Nursery
Curriculum Policy and Overview
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Our School Vision and Values

Our vision at Limes Farm Infant School and Nursery is to provide a safe and sup?ortive learning
environment in which everyone belongs. We are committed to supporting the emotional health and
_ wellbeing of everyone. We create a community where children feel happy and respected in an
inclusive and diverse environment. Our curriculum is designed to broaden our children’s horizons,
widen their cultural capital and empower them to be curious about the world around them. We
develop resilient, confident children who are enthusiastic about Iearnln% Our goal as a school is to
equip our young people with the skills and mindset to thrive and then take on the world.

We want children to be happy and feel welcome and secure. We aim to provide a stimqlatinﬁ1 .
environment where children are’eager to learn, challenge themselves and aim high to achieve their
full potential. We want to create a safe atmosghere in. which children are well,squorted by both adults
and each other. Great value is placed upon the positive relationships that exist between all members
of our school community and we encourage strong links between home and school.




Limes Farm Curriculum Intent

At Limes Farm Infant School and Nursery our curriculum is ambitious for all children regardless of
their starting points. We provide a curriculum that enables all children to learn without limits. It is
inclusive and is designed to broaden our children's horizons, widen their cultural capital and empower
them to be curious about the world around them. We teach our children the value of perseverance,
self-belief and resilience by supporting the development of a growth mindset. We prioritise children’s
wellbeing, social, moral, spiritual and cultural development by ensuring these are embedded in all
areas of our learning.

We plan our curriculum in response to the needs and experiences of the children in our school. It
provides opportunities to raise aspirations and drive ambition. It enables children to build on their prior
knowledge and encourages them to be lifelong learners. The programme of study is ambitious for all
pupils, providing them with equal access to a broad, balanced and challenging syllabus.

At our school we follow the National curriculum in KS1 and Development Matters in the EYFS. Skills,
knowledge and understanding are mapped in all subjects securing progression from Nursery to Year
Two. The delivery and design is planned to ensure a seamless transition between year groups and
key stages, ensuring readiness for their next stage of education.



Subject Intents

English

At Limes Farm Infant School we believe that a quality English curriculum
will develop children’s love of reading, writing and discussion. It is our
intent to provide quality English lessons that develop a secure
knowledge-base in Litéracy. We provide a curriculum that follows a clear
pathway of progression and develops pupils’ spoken language, reading,
writing, grammar and vocabulary.

We immerse our children in stimuli to inspire them and present our pupils
with creative opportunities to develop and apply their spoken language,
reading and writing skills across the curriculum.

We believe that children need to develop secure Literacy skills to ensure
the?/ can access hlgh qfuallty education. We provide our children with the
tools they need to be lifelong learners and participate fully as positive
members of society.

We inspire a love of En%Iish and a curiosity of books and language in all. We
ensure that every child becomes a confident reader, writer and sfpeaker b%/
the time they leave Limes Farm Infant School. We instil a love of English that
will empower them to be curious, thrive and take on the world.

Maths

At Limes Farm Infant School and Nursery we are committed to ensuring that children are able to
recognise the importance of Maths in the wider world. We enable them to pro?ress, being able to use
their mathematical skills and knowledge confidently in their lives, in a range of different contexts.

We ensure all children enjoy Mathematics and experience success in the o g o
subjgct with the ability to’reason mathematically. For this reason, throughout /. -
the EYFS and KS1, we are teaching using the White Rose Maths Scheme. y
Teaching maths for mast_er%/ is a k%y £art.of the Government’s education ’""
reforms and is reflected in the 2014 English national curriculum for 2.
mathematics. The NCETM, Department for Education and OFSTED have all Q.'\ . Re
endorsed this evidence-based approach which is a key part of the work within L r

the Maths Hubs Programme.

PSHE

At Limes Farm Infant School and Nursery, we believe that PSHE is important to help our pupils grow
ar(mjd déavellop into caring, confident, healthy, independent, responsible, successful and sociable
individuals.

We are a welcoming school and value working with parents and carers. Our environment is safe and
we provide a broad and creative curriculum to msgwe_our pupils to express themselves and be the
best they can possibly be. We encourage a growth mindset, Philosophy for Children opportunities,
awe and wonder opportunities, an awareness of right and wrong and we celebrate differences and
achievements. We have Celebration Assemblies, PSHE class assemblies and Well-Being
Wednesdays and Wellbeing Champions across the school.

We nurture emotional and mental health and this is a priority within our

PSHE curriculum. We value inclusion and believe everyone has the )

right to be treated fairly and with respect. Our scheme of work Jigsaw s ®
incorporates the new RSE standards. Ji@ amg
At our school we inspire in children the joy in accepting who they are as The mindful approach to PSHE

a whole, a love of learning and to make a positive con?ribution to their
community.



PE

At Limes Farm, we believe that Physical Education (PE) ?Ia# a significant role in the development of
upils’ health, fitness and weIIbemfg. We offer an enjoyable |gh-qualll(tjy physical education curriculum
hat enthuses the children to stay fit and healthy. Our curriculum provides opportunities for pupils to

become confident in a way which supports their health, fithess and wellbeing.

We offer extra-curricular opportunities to compete in sport and other ph%/sical activities to help build
character and to embed values such as fairness, teamwork and respect.

We enable the children to be confident with experiences of playin
sport as part of a team and show an understanding of fairness an
eqqltx of plae/ to embed life-long values. We provide a curriculum that
enriches children’s experiences in order to excel in a broad range of
physical activities for sustained periods of time.

At our school we inspire children to be able to lead health%/, active lives
for both their physical and mental health so that they can thrive and
take on the world.

Science

At Limes Farm Infant School and Nursery we believe that science is inclusive and fosters curiosity in
all children. We want children to experience and observe natural phenomena as well as look more
closely at the natural and humanly constructed world around them. Through our science topics we
encourage the children to develop their curiosity by encouraging them to ask questions about what
they notice, express their opinions and make links with other areas of learning.

At our school we teach scientific concepts through the use of first-hand practical experiences, as well
aﬁlltésmg slome appropriate secondary sources, such as books, photographs and videos to support
children’s learning.

The children have opportunities to develop their understanding of different
scientific ideas by using different types of scientific enquiry to answer their own
questions. These include observing changes over a period of time, noticing
patterns, making links as well as grouping and classifying things.

;"” \ g;:é F -
Science is taught through topics and key skills in line with the National Q@ f@>
Curriculum. Our science curriculum demonstrates clear progression and - \__
development throughout. We provide all children a strong foundation to ~N\
understand the world around them. We ensure that concepts are introduced L ) E
within the EYFS through ‘Understanding the World’, and children have =4
opportunities to revisit some topics across Key Stage 1 allowing the children to

recap, embed and extend on their previous knowledge.

Geography
At Limes Farm Infant School and Nursery, we believe that Geography helps to provoke and answer

questions about the natural and human world, encouraging children fo develop a greater
understanding of their world and their place in it.

IR

Geography develops an unc_lersjtanding of concepts, knowledge and skills. It helps
to develop a range of investigation and problem solving skills that are transferable
to other areas of the curriculum.

Geography promotes the children’s interests and understanding about diverse
places, people, resources and natural and human environments, together with a
deep understanding of the Earth’s key physical and human processes.

At our school we foster children’s curiosity and fascination about the world which
will remain with them for the rest of their lives.



History

At Limes Farm Infant School and Nursery, Histor%/ has always been a subject which we are
passionate about. We believe that History helps the children to gain a

coherent knowledge and understanding of Britain’s past and that of
the wider world. This helps in _stlmulatln%z1 children’s curiosity to know
more about the past and how it affects the present and the future.

History develops children’s ability to ask questions, think critically,
find and analyse evidence to develop perspective understanding of
how and why events may have happened.

History promotes the children’s interest in the complexity of people’s
lives, the process of change, the diversities of societies and
relationships between different groups.

At our school we seek to inspire in children curiosity and o
understanding of their own identity and the challenges of their time.

Music

At Limes Farm, we believe that music is a unique way of communicating that can inspire and motivate
children. It provides an opportunity for personal expreéssion and it can play an important part in the
personal development of an individual. We want to enable children to develop a love of music whilst
increasing self-confidence, creativity and a sense of achievement.

We are committed to a high quality music education and through our

Charanga Musical School scheme and topic work, pupils have the /2
oPportunlty to perform, listen to, review and evaluate music across a range I

of genres, styles, traditions and historical periods.

Our aim is to promote enthusiasm for and enjoyment of, music in all its

forms and also to develop musical skills and knowledge. By engaging

children in musical experiences we can offer our children opportunities to \
develop skills, attitudes and attributes that can support learning in other

areas as well as developing life skills such as listening skills, the ability to
concentrate, creativity, self-confidence and a sensitivity towards others.

Computing

In line with the 2014 National Curriculum for Computing, our aim is to provide a high-quality
computing education which equips children to use computational thinking and creativity to understand
and change the world. The curriculum will teach children key knowledge about how computers and
computer systems work, and how they are designed and programmed. Learners will have the
opportunityto gain an understanding of computational systems of all

kinds, whether or not they include computers.

By the time they leave Limes Farm Infant School and Nursery,
children will have gained key knowledge and skills in the three main
areas of the computing curriculum: computer science &programmlng
and understanding how digital systems work), information
technology (using _cc_>m|puter systems to store, retrieve and send
information) and digital literac (]evaluatlng digital content and using
technology safely and respecffully).

The objectives within each strand support the development of
learning across the key stages, ensuring a solid grounding for future
learning and beyond.




Art

At Limes Farm Infant School and Nursery we value Art and Design as an
important part of a broad and balanced curriculum. It provides our
children the opportunity to explore a _rangl_e of different ways in which they
can express their creativity and individuality, whilst learning about a wide
spectrum of different types of art in different periods and cultures.

Art and Design promotes careful observation and a sense of wonder
about the world around us. A high quality art and design education
should engage, inspire and challenge children, equipping them with the
knowledge of skills to experiment, invent and create.

D&T

Design Technology offers our children opportunities to think imaginativelg; work practically and
experiment creatively. It enables our children to build on learnt skills and develop confidence to take
risks in solving problems.

At Limes Farm Infant School and Nursery we strive to promote .
enjoyment in designing, making and evaluating purposeful &?Begﬁpj * %
products, meaningful to the children. We aim fo inspire our ;
children to become resilient learners and gain pride and a .

i, ey

sense of achievement in something they have designed and §!g©3fl ®

created.

RE

At Limes Farm Infant School and Nursery we believe that Religious Education has a significant role in
the development of pupils’ moral, social, spiritual and cultural growth.

It fosters and promotes the development of their sense of identity and belonging, as well as respect
and open-mindedness towards others with different faiths and béliefs.

Religious Education at Limes Farm will enable our pupils to
develop the skills and knowledge to understand different
religious beliefs, values and traditions, create and answer
challenging questions as well as glam an understanding of our
immediate and wider multi-cultural society.

The teaching of Religious Education at Limes Farm Infant
School is based on the Essex “exploRE” agreed syllabus.




Planning and Design

The programmes of study of the National Curriculum tell us the minimum requirement of what needs
to be taught in KeyStages 1. Our Nursery and Reception classes use the Early Years Foundation
StaPe Curriculum. The aim is that the required Knowledge, Skills and Understanding are covered as
well'as the characteristics of effective learning.

Our curriculum is designed and adapted to meet the needs of the children, it is topic based and within
each topic there is a range of carefully selected high quality texts. Each year group designs a long
term plan, ensuring that within each topic it is diverse, relevant and cross curricular.

A medium term plan is created each half term, this is a breakdown of what will be covered across the
topic in all subjects

Progression

Our curriculum is desiglned so that there is clear progression within the learning sequences and this
continues throughout Nursery, Reception, Year One and Year Two. We are contmu_aIIY preparing the
children for their next step of learning. There are progression ladders for each subjec

followed to ensure coverage and clear progression in skills and knowledge.

area which are

Enrichment

We ensure that we broaden our children’s cultural capital, not only through our carefully designed
curriculum, but througbh enrichment activities. Each year the group careftilly plans school visits,
visitors, workshops, library sessions, parent experts and where relevant we ensure that we use our
local area and inspirational local guests to enhance all areas of our curriculum and support the
children’s personal development.

Characteristics of Effective Learning

Wellbeing is a fundamental part of our curriculum and is entwined throughout each subject. Positive

wellbeing leads to positive learning experiences. We give the children the skills to deal with their _

mental health and this is reflected in our PSHE curriculum. We are committed to Trauma Perceptive

Eractlce and the principles are embedded throughout every aspect of school life, these include;
indness, compassion, hope, connection and belonging.

We are a Growth Mindset School and teach the children that we learn through making mistakes and
having a go. We use this language within all learning experiences.

Our curriculum is engaging, motivating and encourages thinking skills. We know that in order to learn
well, children must approach opportunities with curiosity, energy and enthusiasm. Effective learning
must be meaningful to a child, so that they are able to use what they have learned and apply it in new
situations. We foster these attitudes to develop strong learners who make good progress across al
aspects of the curriculum.

Metacognition and Self Regulated Learning

Throughout our teaching and Iearning_ we use our skills to develop our pupils' metacognitive
knowledge. We explicitly teach the children strategies including how to plan, monitor and evaluate
their learning as well as modellln% to them the thin |n% process. All teachers set appropriate
challenges to develop self regulalion and promote metacognitive talk within the classroom.

Diversity and Inclusion

At Limes Farm Infant School and Nursery we always ensure that we are compliant within the Equality
Act. We ensure that we continually develop and improve our equality, diversity and inclusion.

Our ap{)rqac_:h to promoting Ec%uality is based on the following principles, using the nine protected
characteristics.We ensure that all pupils and members of staif are provided with opportunities to fulfil
their potential whatever their sex, race, colour, ethnic or national origin, marital status, age, sexual
orientation, disability or religious belief. Our commitment to equality i1s a fundamental part of our drive
Ito ensurg that all mémbers of the Limes Farm Infant School and Nursery community feel they belong,
earn and enjoy.

We celebrate diversity and inclusion through the spiritual development of our children. We encourage
them to be reflective about their own beliefs (religious or otherwise) and to respect different people's
faiths, feelings and values. It is an area of the curriculum that focuses on the non-academic = .
development of students, such as understanding and appreciation of different cultures or dealing with

moral conundrums

We teach the children about the fundamental British Values and embed this across all curriculum
areas.



Assessment and Impact

At our school we assess the children in the moment using verbal feedback throug%hout lessons.We
understand that children need extensive practice in order to develop well-connected networks of ideas
in their long term memory.

When assessing the children we ensure that we use low level quizzes and verbal assessments to
make connections between their knowled%e. Throughout our topic based curriculum we use the
principles that when new information and knowledge is connected it is easier to learn new information
and prior knowledge is more readily available. We ensure that we provide opportunities for frequent
review and discussion to help organise and increase the amount of information in their long term
memory.

We reflect on the lesson and evaluate the children against the learning objectives. Every half term we
use an online assessment tool to track the children across the curriculum.”Progress is tracked and
monitored for impact and plans are adapted accordingly and interventions may be put in place.

We use a range of assessments for foundation subjects that is assessed at the end of each topic
depending on coverage and progression.
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